
 
 

 The Office of the Governor  
Executive Department 

State of Idaho 
Proclamation State Capitol 

Boise 
 

WHEREAS, there are nearly 18 million refugees in the world today, most of them women 
and children, who have no permanent home and no opportunity to return to their countries of 
origin in safety and security; and 

 
WHEREAS, Idaho Refugee Day is a salute to the indomitable spirit and courage of 

refugees everywhere, and as such, is a day to contemplate the plight of refugees and extend to 
them our encouragement, support and respect; and 

 

WHEREAS, the protection of refugees through resettlement in the United States is a 
manifestation of the most deeply held values of this nation and of Idaho, namely our unshakable 
belief in justice and freedom and our compassion for those who suffer; and 

 

WHEREAS, Idaho has a long and proud history of providing safe haven and opportunity 
to refugees and has received over 8,300 refugees over the course of 29 years; and 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Idaho celebrates the contributions refugees make to our 
prosperity, our cultural enrichment and the character of all of our people; and 

 

 WHEREAS, refugee youth, like all young people throughout Idaho, represent the best 
hope for a bright future in this Great State; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, DIRK KEMPTHORNE, Governor of the State of Idaho, do hereby 

proclaim June 20, 2004, to be  
 

REFUGEE DAY 
 

in Idaho. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of the State of 
Idaho at the Capitol in Boise on this second day of June 
in the year of our Lord two-thousand and four and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred twenty-eighth and of the Statehood of 
Idaho the one hundred fourteenth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIRK KEMPTHORNE 
GOVERNOR 

 
 
 

BEN YSURSA 
SECRETARY OF STATE 


